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1. USLO OEEICER WHO TRAVELED THROUGH EARTHQUAKE- 
DEVASTATED TANGSHAN BY TRAIN LAST EEBRUARY AGAIN 
PASSED THROUGH CITY ON JULY 18. EOLLOWING ARE HIS 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRESENT APPEARANCE OE THE CITY. 

2. ALMOST ONE YEAR AFTER THE DISASTROUS QUAKE, 

TANGSHAN RETAINS THE APPEARANCE OE A DEVASTATED 
CITY. THE CRUDE STONE AND BRICK SHELTERS WHICH 
WERE CONSTRUCTED IN THE MIDST OE THE DEVASTATION 
REMAIN, ALTHOUGH MANY APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT 
IMPROVED AND STRENGTHENED. THERE HAS BEEN PROGRESS 
IN CLEANING UP SOME OE THE RUBBLE AND IN OPENING 

UP BLOCKED STREETS, BUT MOST OE THE WORK 
APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN DONE WITHOUT THE HELP 
OP BULLDOZERS OR OTHER EARTHMOVING EQUIPMENT. 

THERE WAS STILL NO EVIDENCE OF LARGE-SCALE 
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CLEARING OR RECONSTRUCTION. PACTORIES 
LOCATED ALONG THE RAILROAD TRACKS LOOKED 
JUST AS THEY DID IN EEBRUARY, WITH NO EPFORT 
TO REBUILD THEM. PART OP THE RAILROAD YARD, 

HOWEVER, HAD BEEN CLEARED OP MANY OP THE 
DAMAGED PASSENGER AND PREIGHT CARS AND SEVERAL 
ADDITIONAL SIDINGS WERE IN USE. TO THE WEST 
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OF THE CITY SMOKE COULD BE SEEN COMING FROM 
FACTORY CHIMNEYS AND IT APPEARED THAT A NUMBER OF 
FACTORIES WERE IN OPERATION. UNDOUBTEDLY, RECONSTRUCTION OF 
CERTAIN FACTORIES HAS HAD A HIGH PRIORITY. 

3. THE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION, IN CONTRAST, 

APPEARED TO BE GOOD IN THE VICINITY OF THE CITY. ALL FIELDS 
WERE PLANTED AND CROPS GENERALLY APPEARED TO BE DOING WELL. 

4. WHILE THERE HAS BEEN SPECULATION THAT THE CHINESE PLAN TO 
BUILD A NEW CITY, RATHER THAN ATTEMPT TO REBUILD THE PRESENT ONE, 
NO EVIDENCE COULD BE SEEN FROM THE TRAIN THAT SUCH AN EFFORT 

IS UNDERWAY. OUTSIDE THE CITY IN SEVERAL AREAS, SHELTERS AND 
OTHER STRUCTURES HAVE BEEN NEWLY BUILT, BUT THEY DO NOT APPEAR 
TO BE PART OF A COORDINATED PLAN TO CONSTRUCT A NEW CITY. 

DEAN 
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